


PREFATORY NOTE.

This Rule in its original form was drawn up for
Christa Seva Sangha (the Society of the Servants of
Christ) in India. Out of this the English Brother-
hood of the Love of Christ hassprung. The English
Brothers have made some few modifications in the
Rule but the substance of it is preserved.”

There is still a close bond between the Ashram in
Poonsa and the Brotherhood House at St. Ives.

(a) All English agpivants for the [ndian Com-
munity receive their first testing at the English
House.

(6) There is mutual remembrance in intercession
after Compline every night in the two Communities.

This close bond is symbolised by the saffron-
coloured girdle which is worn by both Brotherhoods.
This colour is India’s sacred colour worn by her
religious men, signifying that they have taken the
way of sannyas (renunciation).

Both Brotherhoods have a special devotion to St.
Francis (the little poor man of Assisi)—the great
Sannyast of the Christian Church.



@The Rule

THE PRINCIPLES

I. OF THE OBJECT OF THE
BROTHERHOOD.

JESUS the Master speaks: Verily, verily I say
unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into the ground
and die, it abideth by itself alone; but if it die, it
bringeth forth muech fruit. He that loveth his life
loseth it; and he that hateth his life in this world
shall keep it unto life efernal. If any man serve
Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall
also my servant be. If any man serve Me, him will
My Father honour,

The Master sets before us in the example of His
own sacrifice the secret of fruit-bearing. He sur-
renders Himself to death, and lo! He becomes the
source of new life to myriads. Lifted up from the
earth in sacrifice, He draws unto Him all those
multitudes of whieh the Greeks, whose coming
kindled His vision, are the foretaste and prophecy.
The life that is cherished perishes: the life that is
renounced is eternal.

This law of renuneiation and sacrifice, which is
the law of the Master's own life and fruit-bearing.
He lays also upon His servants, bidding them follow
Him in the same path. To those who thus follow
He promises the ineffable reward of union with
Himself and acceptance by the Father.
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The ohject, therefore, of The Brotherhood—is to
build up a body of men and women who, accepting
Christ as their Lord and Master, will seek to follow
Him in the way of renunciation and sacrifice as an
act of witness and for the loving service of His
brethen in the world.

A. OF THE THREE CONDITIONS OF
LIFE.

The Brotherhood, recognizing that God has afall
times called certain of His children to embrace a
state of celibacy for the Kingdom of Heaven’s sake,
that they may be frea to give themselves without
distraction to His service, sets before itsslf the aim
of building up a body of men, who shallbecompletely
dedicated to Him alone both in body and spirit.
These after a sufficient period of probation, volun-
tarily in response to God's call, dedicate themselves
to a life of devotion o our Liord under the conditions
of poverty, chastity and obedience. The life-inten-
tion may be professed only by one who has arrived
at such an age and at such ripe experience in the
spiritual life, as well as such certainty of God’s call,
that he will never afterwards repent what he cannot
alter. For the rest it is wiser that they bind them-
selves for a fixed term only, renewing their promise
thereafter if they be so minded, that there may be
no fear of the grave reproach which arises from the
breaking of solemn vows.

It is not without reason that these three condi-
tions have ever been embraced by those desiring to
live the life of religious detachment; for they stand
for the ideal of perfect renunciation of the world,
the flesh and the devil, which are the three great
enemies of the soul’s life.



1)  Poverty.

The Master willingly embraced a life of poverty
in this world. ‘Though IHe was rich, yet for our
sakes He become poor.” He chose a stable for His
birthplace, and for His upbringing the house of a
village carpenter. Iven that home He left in early
manhood, and bacame a way-farer, not having where
to lay His head.

Us also He calls to poverty. ‘lf any man serve
Me, let Him follow Me.” ¢Whosoever there be
among you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he
cannob be My disciple.’

The Brothers, therefore, seek to be poor in spirit.
They desire to escape from the love of the world
and the things thab are in the world, and rather, like
their Patron St. Francis, to be in love with poverty.
They covet only the unsearchable riches of Christ.
They recognize, indeed, that while some of their
membars may be called to a literal following of 8.
Franeis in a life of actual penury and extreme sim-
plicity, for most so high an ideal will not be possible.

The Brothers receive no pay and own no personal
possesgions. They live as a family having all things
in common. Into the common stock they give over,
like their other Patron St. Barnabas, all that they
own or get. From it they receive for their use the
simple necessities of lifs. Yet what they receive
they regard nob as their own but rather as lent to
them for a season.

Nor must the Brothers, while excluding the snare
of the world from their individual lives, allow it to
return on the corporate community, where it may





























































































